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PREDICTIONS 


Mz, CHRISTOPHER LOVE, 


Miuiſter of the goſpel at Laurence-Jury, London, * 


Who was beheided on Tower Hill, in the time 4 
of Oliver Cromwell's government of England. 


Of the Reverend Martyr 0 


tion of Popery, and in that glorious event, a 
general reformation over all the world. 


Alſo two letters from his wiſe to him a little before 
his death, with his letter and directions to her a- 
gain, Aug. 22. 1651, the day of his glorification. 

Te which is added, Some Meditations for droop- 

ing believers when death is near. 
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| The wonderful Predictions of the Reve- 
rend Mr. CyrisTOPHER Loves, 


; A Few nights after he was ſentenced to be behezd- 
ed on Tower-Hill, which was on the 22d Cay of 
Auguſt, in the year 1051, Which was ten days before 
His appointed time, by the fenterce he received at 
The bar. Being one night v ſited by two intimate ac. 
quaintances, or boſom friends, as he himſeif called 
them, in their private conference they began to com- 
plain to him of the cruelty of the times, aud the 
; malice and ill-uſage of the time- ſeivirg bretbren; to 

; which Mr. Love anſwered, and think you this an evil | 
time; no, no, this is the very time that grace and 
true godlineſs can be diſtinguiſhed from hypocriſy. 
Many have followed Chriſt hitherto for the loaves, 
and are now turned back Fecauſe of the roughneſs of 
the way, and the ſore trial and tribulation met with 
by oth*rs that ate gone before them. I here are ma- 
ny in London at this very day, who tbink to go to 
heaven in the'r gilded coaches, and have denied 
Chriſt's c.uſe before wan againſt wrem I am now 
witneſs) and Chr iſi in his never failing word has pro- 
miied to deay all ſuch before his Father and the holy 
angels. This is the time to d'ſcern between bim who 
ſerveth God, and him who ſeiveth bim not. They 
formerly were my familiar acquaintances in felluws | 

hip and ſweet converſe. I ſent this day to have a 

few words of them here in the p iſon, but they we uld 

not come; for their countenance is falien, their con- 

ſciences wounded, they cannot look me in the face, 

becauſe I knew of their refo'uticon, and was witneſs 
ef their perjuration. But, ah! kow will they look + 
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the bleſſed Jeſus in the face in the morning of the 
reſucreQion ; what anſwer or excuſe will they have 
tor what they have done? O fooliſh people, who think 
to eſcape the croſs and come ta the crown; but U tell 
you nay, you mult all ſuffer perſecution, who follow 


the Lamb; we muſt be bated of all nations for Chriſt's 


ſake ; we muſt come chro? great tiibulation, thrp' the 
fiery furnace of afſlition, before we can enter the 
land of joy and felicity: know you not that the ſauls 


of thoſe that were ſlain for the teſtimony of Jeſus are 


pl ced under the altat? Happy, happy are theſe men 
at this day, and ever (hail be happy, who ſuffer for 
Chriſt's ſake in a right and charitable way, thro! love 
to his cau e and honeſty of heart, not through pride 
and hypocriſy without the root of the matter, to have 
it ſaid they died -maityrs; theſe are they who will 
miſs their mark and thoſe who denied the call and 


turned back, ſhall never have the honour to find it. 


I am now point. d out by many to be in a fotlorn 
condition; but would not exchange my eſlate, no, 
not for all the kingdoms of the world-—rs; not for 


all the glory that's on the earth. I find my Redeem- 


er's love ſtronger in my bonds than ever I did in the 
days of my liberty, therefore I hold living here in 


this world as death itſelf. I am as full ef. Jove and 


joy of the Holy Spiutt as ever a bottle was filled with 
new wine; Lam ready to cry out, © The Spirit of 
«the Lord God is upon me” But I will not take it 
upon me to propheſy, nevertheleſs the Spirit of the 
Lord cauſeth me to uiter.— This uſurped authority 
now in the hands of Cromwell ſhall ſhortly be at an 
end. England ſhall be bleſſed with meek. kings and: 
mild governments, powerful preachers and dull den. 
ers; good ſermons to them will be as muſic to a lleepy. 
man, they ſhall hear but not underſtand, nor lay the 
word to heart to practiſe it in their lives, to walk by 
it. O England, thou ſhajt wax old in wickeeneſs, 


chy fins abound like Sodom, thy volvptaonſneſs mall 
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on cry aloud for vengeance. The Lord ſhall threaten 
1 nnd cbaſtiſe thee, yet in mercy and love will he look 
| upon ' thoſe that fear him and call upon his name, 
1 he will ſpare and fave them alive in the days of his | 
; auger, when the wicked ſhall be ſifted from amor git 
. you, ss the chaff is ſiſted irom amongſt the wheat : ſor 
* out of thee, O England, ſhall a bright ſtarariſe, whoſe 
- light and voice thall make the heathen to quake and 
* knock under with fubmiſſion to the goſpel of Jeſus; 


he ſhall be us a ſon of thunder in the ears of the 
_ wicked; as a lanthorn to the Jews to lead them 
to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, the only Son of 
God and true Meſſiah, whom they ſo long miltcuſted; 
: for the ſhort work ſpoken of by the apoſtle, which 
= the Lord is to make upon the earth, in the latter age 
. of the world,” cannot be far off, Obſerve my dear 
friends while you live, my calculation of the dates in 
the book of the Revelation and Daniel, which the Spi- 
Tit of the Lord led me into; for the Lord will reveal 
it to ſome of his own ere that time come; for the 
nearer'the time is the ſe2ls ſhall be taken away, and 
k more and more ſhall be revealed to God's people; ſor 
the Lord doth nothing without he reveal it by his Spi- 
tit to his ſervants the prophets. He deſtroyed not the 
old world without the knowledge of Noah; he did 
not overthrow Sodom and Gomorrah without the 
ö Towledge of Abraham; I do not mean now that any 
Fe. new prophet ſhall ariſe, but the Lord by his Spirit 
: ſhall caufe knowledge to abound among his people, 
whereby the old prophecies ſhall be clearly and per- 
fectiy underſtood, And 1 die in that thought, and | 
really believe, that my calculation on the Revelation N 
bÞSt. John, and the prophecy which St. Jerome ⸗co- . 
ed off, and tranflated out of the Hebrew language, 
as it is written on Seth's pillar in Damaſcus, which 
pillar is faid to have ſtood ſince before the flood, and 
Ns was built by Seth Adam's ſon, and written by Evoch 
; me prophet i as likewiſe the holy precepts, whereby 
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the patriarehs walked before the law was given toMoſes 


which was alſo engraver on the ſaid pillar, whereof 
many Jews have copies in their own language, writ- 
ten on parchment and engraven on braſs and cop- 
per; but the alteration of the date makes them to 
flagger at it, not knowing that the dates were to be 
altered dy the birth of Chriſt. —PFirſt, this prophecy 


is intitled * A ſhort werk of the Lord's in the latter 
mage of the world * Great earthquakes and commo- 
tions by fea and land ſhall cms in the year of God 


1579. Great wars in Germany and America in 1780. 
The deſtruQion of Popery, or Babylon's fall, in the 
year 1798. God wil be kyown by many in the year 
1795; this will produce a yreat man. Lhe ſtars, will 
wanrier, and the moon turn as blood in 1800. Africa, 
Aſin, and Ametica will tremb ein 1783. A great 
earthouake aver the whole world in 1785, God will 
be uni verfaily known by all. then a general refor- 


mation and peace for ever, when the people ſhall 


learn war no more.— Happy is the tau that liveth 
to ſce this day. 
A 


The Hi Letter of Mrs, Live to ber H' hand. 


Sweet Fleart, 1 
BEFORE I| write further, I beſeeeh you to think that 
it is not yeur wife that now writcth to zou; I hope 
thou haſt freely given up thy wife and children to the 
Lord God. that faid, Jer x3iit- 11. Leave thy father- 
" lefs children, I will preſerve them alive, and let thy 
* widows truſt in me? I defire to gite t' ee freely 
up into the Father's hands, and not only lock upon 
It as a crown of g'ory for thee to die for Chrifl, but 
as an honour for me to have a huſband to leave ſas 
Cbriſl. I date not ſpeak to thee, nor have a thought 
within myſelt ci my unſpeakable. loſs, but whelly 
keep my eye fixed upon thy unſpeakable and incon- 
ceivable gain, Tho leaveſt but a finful mortal wife 


w 
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to be everlaſlingly married to the King of Gloy , 
thou leaveſt but children, and breth-en, and fiſters 1 
to go tothe Lord Jeſus, thy eldeſt brother; thou 
leaveft friends to po the erjoyment of holy angels, 
and io the ſpirits of juſt men mace perfeQ ; thou 
dott but leave earth for heaven; and it natural af- 
ſections begin to riſe, 1 hope that ſpirit of grace that 
33 within thee vil quell them, and knowing that all 
things here below zre tut dung and droſs in compa» 
riſon of theſe things above, TI krow thou keepeſt thy 
eye fixed upon the hope of glory, which makes thee 
to trample upon the loſs of earth. 

My dear, I know that God hath not only prepared 
Slory for thee and thee for it, but I am perſuaded he 
will iweeten the way for thee to come to the enjoy- 
ment of it. And when thou art putting on thy 
cloaths that morning, think thou at putting on thy 
wedding cloaths to go to be married to thy Redeemer. 
When the meſffenger of death cometh to thee, let 
him not be dreadful, but look upon him as the meſ- 
ſenger that biingeth thee good tidings of eternal life. 
When thou goeſt up to the ſcaffold think what thou 
toldeſt me, it was but thy chariot to draw thee to thy 


Father's houſe. And when thou layeſt down thy dear 


head to receive thy Father's ſtroke, remember what 


thou faidſt to me, that though thy head was ſevered 
from thy body, yet thy ſoul (hail ſoon. be united to 


Jeſus Chrift thy head in heaven. And though it may 


ſeem bitter that by the bands of men we ate parted 


a little ſooner than otherwiſe we would have been, 
yet let us conſider, it is the will and decree of the 
Father; and beſides we could not h. ve lived much 


longer together, and it will not be long ere we ſhall. 


enjoy one another in heaven.. O Jet us comfort one 
another with theſe ſayines. Oh be comforted, it is 
but a little ſtroke ere thou ſhalt be © where the weary 
« are at reſt, and where the wicked ſhall ccaſe from 
' roublipg thee.% Oh! remember that though thou. 


| 1 
eat thy dinner with bitter herbs, yet thou ſhalt have 
a joyful ſupper with Jeſus Chriſt at night. And, my 
de ar. by what | write to thee 1 do not undertake to 
be a teacher of thee; for this comfort I have received 
of the Lord by thee, 1 hear a warrant is come to 
the lieutenant, 1 am ready to think it may be con- 
cerning thee, to ſend thee to thy journey's end to- 
morrow, and that becauſe they polhbly may be hin- 
deed it they ſtay till the day appointed : bnt I am. 
perſuaded, thou ait ſo far from being afraid of it, 
that thou doit long for the day, which (next under 
God) to hear cf thy willingneſs to die, will be the 
ereateſt comfort in the world. I can write no more, 


but commit thee to the hands of that God wi h whom 


thou and | ere long ſha'l be —Fareweil, Farewell. 


July 11. 1561. MARY LOVE. 


P. 8 Que comfort I would have thee carry to th 
grave; if ever God did good to, ſoul, thou waſt 
the chief inſtrument of it, for | ever ;ooked after 
God till { ſaw thy face. 


A f*cond Letter of Mrs. Love to her Huſparl. 


My Heavenly Dear, | 
I CALL thce lo, becauſe God hath put heaven into 
thee before he hath taken thee into heaven. Thou 
now beroldeit God, aod Chriſt, and glory as, in a 
glafs but to-morrow heaven's gates ſhall be opened, 
and theu ſhait b: in the full enjoyment of that glory, 
which cye hach not fern, nor the ear hoard, no: the 


hea t cf man can conceive God hath now ſ:al- 


lowed up thy thoughts with the joys of heaven, but 
ere long thou ſhalt be fuily ſwallow-:d up in the en- 
joyment of hecv:n. O marvel nat there thould be 
ſuck quietnels aud calmneſs in thy ipirit while thou 
art col ing into ihis tempeſtuous Norm, becauſe thon 
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petceiveſt, by the eye of faith, a haven of reſt, where 
thou ſlialt be with Chriſt. the glory of heaven. O 
lift up thy head with joy when thou layeſ it upon the 
block, in the thoughts of this, but thou art laying 
thy head to reſt in thy Saviour's boſom; which, when 
thou ſhalt awake, ſhall be crowried not with an 
earthly crown that fadeth away, but with an keaveniy 
erown of glory. O be not diſcouraged, when thou 
alt ſee a guard of ſoldiers triumphing with their 
trumpets about thee; but lift up thy head, and thou 
ſhalt behold God with a guard of angels, his holy 
angels, triumphiag ſor the receiving thee into glory. 
O! be not diſcouraged at the ſcoffs and reproaches 
thou mayeſt meet with in thy ſhort way to heaven; 
for be affured, that Cod will not only glcrify thy ſoul 
and body in heaven, but he will as ſure make thy 
memory glorious upon earth. Oh! let not one trou- 
bled thought for thy wife and babes ariſe within thee; 


thy God will be our God and portion, he will be a 
huſband to thy » dow, and a father to thy children; 


the grace of thy God will be ſufficient for us. Now, 
my dear, I deſite willingly and freely to teſign up my 
right of thee to my Father and thy Father, who bath 
the greateſt part and intereſt in thee. Though men 
have leparated us for a time, yet our merciful God 
will bring us together again, where we ſhall eternally 
enjoy one another, never to ſeparate more; and let 
me hear how God bears up thy beat, and let me 
raſte of the comforts that ſupports thee, that they may 
be as pillars of marble to bear up my heart, I can 
write no more, —Parewell, farewell, my dear, till 
we ſhall meet where we ſhall bid farewell no more; 
till which time I !eave thee in the hands of a tender 
hearted Father, and do the beſt till I ſhall reit with 


thee in heaven. 


* 
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A Letter from Mr. Chriflopher Love to bis Wiſe, 


My moſt Gracious Beloe-d, 18. : 
I AM now going from a priſon to a palace; I have 


- finiſhed my work lam now going to receive my 


wages; I am going to heaven where a e two of my 
children, and leaving you on earth, where are three 
of my babes: theſe two abcve need not my care, 
but the three below need yours; it comforts me to 
think two of my children are in the boſom of Abra- 
ham, and three of them will be in the arms and care 
of ſuch a tender and godly mother. I know you are 
a woman of a ſcrrowful ſpirit, yet be comforted, 
though your ſor:ows be great for your huſband going 
out of the world, yet your pain ſhall be the leſs in 
bringing your child into the world; vou ſhall be a. 
joyful mother though you be a ſad widow. Ged hath 
2 mercies in ſtore for you. The prayer of a dy- 
uſband for you will not be loſt. To my ſhame 

] ſpeak it, I never prayed for you at liberty as I have 
done in priſon, 1 cannot write much, but I have a 
few practical counſels to leave with you, viz. 

iſt, Keep under a ſound, orthodox, ſoul-ſearching 
miniſtry. Oh! there are many deccivers' gone out 
into the world but Chriſt's ſheep know his voice, and 
a ſtranger they will not follow. Attend any miniſter 
that reacheth the way of God in truth, and follow 
Solomon's advice, Prov. xix. 27. | 

2dly, Bring up your ehildien in the knowledge and 
admonition of the Lord. The mother ought to be a 
teacher iu the father's abſence. Prov. xx1. 1, The 
* words that his mother taught bim.“ Ard Timothy 
was i:ulltucted by his grardmuther, 1 Vim i. 5 

3dly, Pray in your {amily dai:y that you may be in 
the number of the familics who call upon Ged. 

gthly, Labour for a meck and quiet ſpirit, which, 
in the ſight of God, is ot girat price, 1 Pet, iti. 4. 
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5thly, Pore not upon the com.orts'you want, but 
upon the mercies you have; look rather at God's end 
in afti;ing, than to the meaſure and degree of your 
affliction, | 
6thly, Labour to clear up your evidence for heaven, 
when God takes from you the comfort of earth, for 
that as your ſufferings do abound, your conſolation in 
_ Chritt may abound much more, 2 Cor. i. 5 
Grhly, {hough it be good to maintain a holy je- 
Jouſy of the deceitfulneſs of the heart, yet it is ill 
for you to che;iſh fea's and doubts touching the truth 
of your graces. If ever I had confidence touching the 
grace of another, I have confidence of grace in you, 
as Peter ſaid of Sylvanus, | am perſuailed that this 
is the grace of God, Whetein ye Gand, 1 Pet i. 20. 
; O my dear foul, wherefore dolt tho doubt, whoſe | 
heart has be<n upright, whoſe walking bas been holy, 
& c. I could venture my foul this. day in thy ſf.uks | 
ſtead, ſuch a confidence have | in you 
8thly, When you find your heat fecure. preſump- 
| tuous and proud, then pore upon corruption more 
a than grace; then look upon. your graces without your 
8 inſirmities. 
; gthly,' Study the coy=nant of grace and merits of 
Chriſt and be tioubled if you can; you are intereſt» 
ed in ſuch a covenant, that accepts promiſes lor per- 
formances, deſites ſor deeds, ſinceriiy for perfecti n, 
i the righteouſneſs of another, viz that of ] ſus Chriſt, 
as it were our own alone. O my love! reſt thou in 
| | the love of God, in the boſom of Cirrift 
ic thiy, Swallow up your will in toe will of God ; 
it is a bitter cup we ate todrink, but it is te cup our 
Father hath: put iuto our hands When Paul was to 
ſuft:r at Je: uſalem, the Chrilltians would tay, the will 
of the Jord be done. Oh ſay you ſo when | po to 
Tower Hil, tie will of the Lord be done. 
1ithly, i:cjoice in my jcy. Jo movin for me in- 
crginat<ly, ar,ues that you either envy or ſuſpect my 


$3 
bappineſs. The joy of the Lord is my ſtrength; O! 


let it be yours alſo. Dear wife, farewell, 1 will call 
thee wife no more. I ſhail ſee thy face no more, yet 
I am not much troubled: for now l am going to meet 
the bridegioom, the Lord Jefus, to whom 1 ſhall be 
eternal:y married. 

12thly, Refuſe nat to marry, when God offers you 
a fair opportunity, but be ſure you marry in the Lord, 
and one of a good difpoſiticn. that he may not grieve 
you, ard of a cemſortable livelihocd in the world. 

Farewell. dear love, and again I ſay fare well; the 
Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, the M.iker of heaven 
and earth be a huſband to you, and the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be a Father to your chi!dren,—— 
So prays, 2 
Your dying, yet moſt affrctionate friend, till death, 


CHRISTOPHER LOVE. 


From the Tower of London, 
Augaſt 22. 1651, the day$ 
of my glorificaiton, 


A 


Mr Chriflapher Love's laf Werds on the Scaffold: 


AETHOUGH (faid he) there be but little between 
me and death, yet this bears up my heart, there' is 
little between me and heaven. It comforted Dr 
Taylor the Martyr, when he was going to execution, 
that tnere were but (wo ſtiles between him and his 
Father's houſe, there is a Icfſer way. between we and 
my Father's. houſe, but two ſteps between me and 
glory. It is but lying don upon that block, and I 
mall aſcend upon a threne. I am this day ſailing to- 
wards the ocean of eternity, through a rough paſſage 
to my. heaven of reſt, through a red. ſea to the pic- 
miſcd land. Methinks I hear God ſay to me, as he 
did ta Moſes, Go up to monnt Nebo and dic tberez. 
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fo to me Go up to Tower Hill and die there. Iſase 


ſaid to himſelf, that he was old, and yet he knew 
not the day of his death; bur l cannot ſay ſo, i am 


young and yet I kr.ow the day of my death, and 


now the kind of my death, and the place of my 
death alſo. I am put to ſuch @ kind of death as two 
famous preachers of the gopel were put to before me, 
— the Baptift, and Paul the apo“ le, they were 

th behesded. I read alto in Rey xx 4. the faint 

were beheated fer the wor.i of God and teſtimony o 
Jeſus. But h rein is the diſ:dran:age which ly uns 
der in the thoughts of many: they judge that I ſuſfer 
not for the ward of God or for cone ence, but et 
meddling with flate ma'ters. Lo this J ſhall briefly 
ſay, chat is as old trick of Satan to impute the cauſe 
of God's people's ſufferings to be eohtrivements a- 
gain the (t-teg when in 1:40 it is their religion and 
conſcience they are perſecuted for. The rutzrs of I- 
racl would have put Jeremy to death upon a civil ace 
count, though indeed it was only. the tru h of his 
prophecy that made the rulers angry wiih bim; and 
yet upon a civil account they preten ed he. muſt d ie, 
becauſe he fell away to the Chaldeans and weuid 
have brought in foreign forces to invade them. the 
ſeme thing is laid to my charge of which I am as 
innocent as Jeremy was. So Paul, though lie did 
but preach Jeſus Chriſt, yet bis enemies wauld had 
him pet to death, under pretence that he was a mover 
ot ſedition. Upon a civil account my life is pretend. 
ed to be taken away; whereas ic is, becauſ: | purſue 
my covenant, and will not proſtitute my pinciples 
and conſcience to the ambition and luſt of men. | 
had rather die a c@venant keeper than live a covenant 
brezker, Be'oved, 1 am this day making a double 
exchange; I am changing a puipit for a ſcaff old. and 
a ſcaſſoſd ſor a throne; aur | mightradd a thicd, lam 
chenging the preſence of th's numerous muhti:ule on 
TYower Hill, for the innumerable company of fatnts 
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13 
and argels in heaven, the holy hill of Zion; and I 
am Changing a guard of ſeldiers for a guard of angels 
which will rec-1ve me, and carry. me to Abraham's 
boſom. This ſcaffold is the beſt pulpit that ever [ 
preached in; in my church pulpit God through his 
grace made me an inſtrument to bring others to hea- 
ven, but in this pulpit he will bring me to heaven. 
Aſterwerds he ſaid, though my blood be not the 
blood of nobles, yet it is Chriſtian blood, miniſter's 
blood, yea mere, it is alſo innocent blood I mag- 
nity the riches of God's mercy and grace towards me. 
that I who was born in Wales, an cbſcure country, 
and of obſcure parents, ſhould be ſingled out an ho- 
nourable ſuffering. For the firſt fourteen years of my 
life I never heard a ſermon preached; yet in the fit- 
teenth year of my life, it pleaſ2d God to convert me. 
Blefled be God, Who not only made me a Chriſlian 
but alſo a miniſter; juiging me faithful, and putting 
me into the miniſtry, wi-ch is my glory, 1 had ra- 
ther be a preacher in a pulpit, than a prince upon a 
throne ; I had rather be an inflcument to bring ſouls 
to heaven, than that all nations ſhould bring tribute 
to me.—Formerly (ſaid he) I have been vader a ſpirit 
cf bondage; yea, ſometimes | have had mure ſcar in 
drawing out a tooth than now | have for citing off 
my head. When fear was upon me, death was not 
near; now, when duh is near to me, my fear is e- 
vaniſhed, 
I am comfortei! in this, theuah men kill me they 
cannct damn me; though they thurſt me ov! of the 
world, yet can they got ſliut me out of heaven, When 
J have thed my blood I expect the full declaration of 
the remiſſion of ſins th ough the blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 
I am going to my tong home, and you to your ſhort: 
homes; but I thall be at my home before ye be at 
yours. —He prayed, that ſceing he was called to 
do the work which be never did) he might have the 
ſtrength which he never had. - 


Dr. Wild, in his Elegy, hath theſe lines upon Mr. Love. 


- 


ME THINXKs [ hear beheaded ſaints above, 

Call to each other, Sirs, make room for Love; 

Who when he came to tread the fatal ſtage, 

Which prov'd his glory and his en mies rage, . 

His blocd ne'er un to's heat; Chrill's blood was 

Receiving it: his own was all to ſpare; [there 

Which, iiGng in his cheeks, did feem to ſay, 

Is this the blcod you thi: ſt for 2 Takg't I pray. : 
. Spectators in his looks ſuch life did (ce, 

That they appear'd mote like to die than he. 

Lightnings wkich fill'd the air vith blazing light, 

Lid lerve for torches in that Ciſmal ni; hr 

In which, and all next doy for many hours, | 

Heay'n gro.n'd in thunder, and did weep in ſhow's: 
Nor do | wonder that Gee th uider'd fo, 

When Boanerges nurdet'd lay below, © 
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Sæme Meditations for Dreoping Believers when Death 
15 near. 


1 AVELLERS who have met with many ſtorms, | 
troubles and dangers in their Journeys, rc joice | 

when they come near their own country; and thall; 

not I, a ſtranger and pilgtim, that hath been Jong 

wandering in a wiiderneis, be glad when't comeNnear | 

my ble ff. d home, my dear fr ends, and eternal bat be 

tation. - b 


1 

With what 2 do ſome women beit 
the pains of child bearing, being ſupported with the 
hopes of a child's being born in the world! And 
u hat is the joy of a min child beirg bre ught to this 
ſinful and miſerable world, to the joy of a ſanctitie d 
ſoul's being brought out of it into heaven for cyer ? 
It is pleaſant when the hard winter geeth over, the 
meſſengers of the ipring, the ſinging of biids doth 
come; and thall not | rej ice, when ſickneis and fore- 
runners of death to tell ne, that the winter of my 
darkn-fs and trouble is paſt, and the ſummer of my 
eternal light and joys is at hand? 
What though death be the king of-terrors ? Is not 

ori us Chriit the K ng of comforts? H.ve not [ 

met already with this bleſſed King; and why thould 
fear to meat with the other? O let my ſtreuath und 
ſupport at this time come from Chrilt my covenanted 
Redeemer. _ | 

O Lo, deliver my ſou! from death, mine eyes 
from tears and my ſcei from fa ling! O bring me 
out of the miry e ay, ſet my feet upon a rock and 
eſtabliſh my goings, and put a new ſong in my mouth, 
even praiſcs to our God 

If T-cob went down fo chearfully into Egypt when 
Cod had ſaid unto him, * Fear not to po down, for 
« | will go down with thee, and | will being thee up 
© again,” why ſhould a ba icver fear to go dovn to 
the grave, «hen Cod ha h undertaken to go dow. 
with him thither, and b-mg him up again? His uy 
mas be turned into du t, but Cc ys in covenant with 
bis duſt, ant will not ſuilcr the ical paritcle of it to 
be loſt | 

Are not the righteons taken away from the evil ty 
come? Vo they not reſt on their beds, and enter in. 
to peace? Why then thould | gradye at dying? When 
the Lord is to bring heavy wrath and judgments on 
2 land, he frequently houſeth mn of his people in 
heaven beſore and: and ho'y beppy are theſe that 


AAA Li ur 8 n 
1 ; 4 : ; n ' 


12 
16 

win the houſe before the ſweeping hail ſhowers doth 
fall. A believer needeth not to look for any ſettled 
fair weather in this world; it will be nothing but 
one ſhower up and another down till he be houſed in 
heaven. O why then ſhould I linger in this wil- 
detneſs? 
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